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Yarra Flats Master Plan (Megan Watson) 


    29 May 2012
Level 10, 535 Bourke Street, Melbourne, 3000
(sent by email to yarraflats@parks.vic.gov.au)
Dear Ms Watson
Re: Yarra Flats Park Preliminary Concept – April 2012
Thank you for inviting comment on this matter.  
We welcome a number of aspects of the concept, such as improving the environmental values of the park, encouraging use of the park, celebrating the artistic connections with the Yarra River and better management of local stormwater.  However we have several concerns.

· The construction of the proposed Impressionist Lab and more car parks to cater for its visitors (and those to the Tree Based Adventure Facility) are unacceptable encroachments on this precious public park land.  The demand and need for public open natural areas are growing and these encroachments would further erode them.

· The construction of any buildings on the floodplain is unacceptable and would set a precedent that it is okay as long as the buildings are on stilts.  This is not so.  The flood plain has vital environment and hydrological values that need to be free of hard structures.

· It is doubtful that the proposed Tree Based Adventure Facility could be installed and operated safety without the clearing of substantial native vegetation and erection of structures, both of which would be unacceptable.

· The proposal to install wetlands to treat stormwater is welcomed.  However it would be much better if use was also made of one or more of the billabongs in the park. Billabongs are important features of the riverine landscape and provide valuable habitat.  Replenishing them with stormwater runoff whilst using them to help clean that run-off would be a better outcome.
We welcome further opportunities to provide input on this matter.

Yours faithfully,
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Ian Penrose

Yarra Riverkeeper, for and on behalf of the Yarra Riverkeeper Association Inc.

Email info@yarrariver.org.au. Phone 0409 510 766
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Yarra Riverkeeper Association Inc. P.O. Box 320, Fairfield VIC 3078
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